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IX/1. In-depth review of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Having conducted an in-depth review on the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity, 

 Alarmed by the loss of biological diversity and its negative impacts on the sustainability of 

agriculture and the worldôs food and energy security,  

Aware that agriculture is dependent on biodiversity, and that cultivated systems provide food, 

feed, fibre and fuel, but some unsustainable practices can affect other ecosystem services,  

Convinced that agricultural biodiversity is a vital asset to achieve Millennium Development 

Goals 1 and 7,  

Stressing the importance of strengthened collaboration with the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations and other organizations, 

Recognizing the important contributions of farmers, livestock keepers, breeders, scientists, 

international agencies, Governments and other stakeholders in the conservation and sustainable use of 

agricultural biodiversity, 

Also recognizing the important contribution of indigenous and local communities, including 

farmers and livestock keepers, in the conservation and sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity, in 

particular at centres of origin of agricultural biodiversity, the value of their traditional knowledge and 

their important contribution to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention, 

Taking note of the findings of the International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science 

and Technology for Development (IAASTD) in the context of the further implementation of the 

programme of work on agricultural biodiversity, 

Recognizing the challenge to secure sustainable food production globally and stressing the 

importance of all roles and functions of agriculture to sustain food production, maintain capacity of 

ecosystems to deliver goods and services, and increase agricultural production for local needs, as an 

important step to eradicate poverty and sustain livelihoods,  

Emphasizing the need for sustained political will at all levels and provision of resources, 

enhancing exchange of information, access to and transfer of technology, and capacity-building in support 

of developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing States, as 

well as countries with economies in transition, to reinforce national programmes for the implementation 

of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity,  

Recognizing the need for enhanced efforts to further improve the positive impact of agriculture on 

biodiversity and to mitigate its negative impacts,  

Reiterating its recognition, in decision V/5, of the special nature of agricultural biodiversity, its 

distinctive features, and problems needing distinctive solutions, 

1. Welcomes the celebration of the 2008 International Day for Biological Diversity, and 

emphasizes the importance of the Day for enhancing awareness of the value of agricultural biodiversity, 

its current status and rate of loss, the need to support conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and 

implement actions that will halt its loss for the benefit of food and energy security, human nutrition, 

poverty eradication and improved rural livelihoods, noting the importance of agricultural biodiversity to 

the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals; 

2. Notes the significant contribution of agriculture to the conservation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity through demonstrated best practices in the management of agricultural biodiversity, 

innovation and progress in supporting sustainable agriculture, reducing the negative impacts of 

agriculture and in particular its positive contribution to reducing hunger and poverty, improved food 

security and improved human well being;  
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3. Agrees that the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity, including its three 

international initiatives, continues to provide a relevant framework to achieve the objectives of the 

Convention; 

Implementation of activities in the programme of work: assessment 

4. Welcomes the progress and plans made by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations in preparing the State of the Worldôs Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture, including in 

particular the current updating of the State of the Worldôs Plant Genetic Resources, the recent launch of 

the State of the Worldôs Animal Genetic Resources, and work towards the preparation of the State of the 

Worldôs Forest Genetic Resources, the State of the Worldôs Aquatic Genetic Resources, and other reviews 

on the status and trends on micro-organisms and invertebrates for food and agriculture, encourages the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to finalize them as planned, and encourages 

Parties and the other Governments to provide information that would enable the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations to complete, as planned, the preparation or updating of these reports, 

and support developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island developing 

States, as well as countries with economies in transition, to that end;  

5. Invites Parties and other Governments and relevant organizations to finance and 

undertake research as appropriate to further develop and apply methods and techniques for assessing and 

monitoring the status and trends of agricultural biodiversity and other components of biodiversity in 

agricultural ecosystems, and collect and refine the collated data into a coherent information set on best 

monitoring practices; 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to collaborate with the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations and other relevant organizations to identify appropriate methods or 

means, including provisional goals and targets, and indicators, including existing indicators, to 

objectively evaluate how the implementation of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity 

contributes to the achievement of the three objectives of the Convention and the Strategic Plan of the 

Convention, consistent with the framework adopted by the Conference of the Parties in decision VII/30 

and VIII/15, as a contribution to the achievement of the 2010 target and the Millennium Development 

Goals, building on ongoing initiatives, and further requests the Executive Secretary, to report on progress 

at a meeting of the Subsidiary Body prior to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;  

7. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, in collaboration 

with other relevant organizations, taking into account ongoing initiatives, and consistent with 

activities 1.4 and 1.5 of the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity, to compile and disseminate 

information on:  

(a)  The positive and negative impacts of agricultural practices and policies on all 

components of biodiversity related to agriculture, landscapes, ecosystems and ecosystem goods and 

services;  

(b)  Best practices for the sustainable use and active enhancement of ecosystem goods and 

services in agriculture; 

  (c)  The impact of trade-related incentives on agricultural biodiversity;  

and, based on this information, invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to 

provide information to Parties on options that promote sustainable agriculture, reduce the negative impact 

of agriculture and contribute to the achievement of the objectives of the Convention,; 

8. Recognizes the contribution of indigenous and local communities to the conservation and 

sustainable use of biological diversity as a contribution to the 2010 biodiversity target and the 2010 target 

of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, and in the context of 2008 being the International 

Year of the Potato, congratulates the indigenous peoples of the Andean region in their creation and 

maintenance of the natural centre of diversity of the potato; 
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Implementation of activities in the programme of work: adaptive management and capacity-building 

9. Recognizing the need for accelerated implementation of policies that promote the 

positive, and mitigate the negative impacts of agriculture on biodiversity, urges Parties, other 

Governments, and relevant organizations, to strengthen the capacity needed for implementing the 

programme of work, including through regional workshops;  

10. Invites Parties, other Governments, relevant international and regional organizations, 

local and indigenous communities, farmers, pastoralists and plant and animal breeders to promote, 

support and remove constraints to on-farm and in situ conservation of agricultural biodiversity through 

participatory decision-making processes in order to enhance the conservation of plant and animal genetic 

resources, related components of biodiversity in agricultural ecosystems, and related ecosystem functions; 

11. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations, to submit to the Executive 

Secretary best practices concerning the issue of on-farm and in situ conservation of agricultural 

biodiversity, and requests the Executive Secretary, in consultation with the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, to collate this information and to disseminate it through the 

clearing-house mechanism and other relevant means, and to make it available to the Subsidiary Body on 

Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;  

12. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to strengthen mechanisms 

for the conservation and sustainable use of seeds through both formal and informal systems at the local 

national, regional and global levels; 

Implementation of activities in the programme of work: mainstreaming 

13. Urges Parties and other Governments to ensure that national sectoral and cross-sectoral 

plans, programmes and strategies promote the conservation and sustainable use of agricultural 

biodiversity, and to implement agricultural policies that contribute to the maintenance of biodiversity, and 

discourage those agricultural practices that are causing biodiversity loss; 

14. Notes the Comprehensive Assessment of Water Management in Agriculture 1/ as a 

significant contribution towards managing the impacts of agriculture on water; 

15. Urges Parties, other Governments, and relevant organizations, to promote the effective 

participation of indigenous and local communities, farmers, pastoralists, animal breeders and other 

stakeholders, including those whose livelihoods depend on the sustainable use and conservation of 

agricultural biodiversity, when applying the ecosystem approach to agriculture; including by respecting, 

preserving and maintaining the knowledge innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities 

as pertaining to agriculture; 

16. Invites Parties, other Governments, relevant organizations and indigenous and local 

communities to improve the implementation of the programme of work through:  

(a) Enhanced collaboration between all relevant actors at all levels in Government including 

at the local level and involving indigenous and local communities and the private sector, as appropriate; 

(b) Incorporating the awareness of the importance of the conservation and sustainable use of 

biodiversity in agricultural production processes whilst meeting the demands for food and other products; 

and 

(c) Making relevant elements of the programme of work compatible with national 

biodiversity strategies and action plans and related policies, including appropriate linkages with other 

programmes of work of the Convention; 

17. Urges Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations:  

                                                      
1/ 2007.  Water for Food, Water for Life: A Comprehensive Assessment of Water Management in Agriculture.  

London: Earthscan, and Colombo: International Water Management Institute. 
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(a) To strengthen dialogue with farmers, including through international and national 

farmersô organizations, as appropriate, in the implementation of the programme of work;  

(b) To promote opportunities for indigenous and local communities, and local stakeholders to 

participate in the development and implementation of national biodiversity strategies, action plans and 

programmes for agricultural biodiversity; and  

(c) To improve the policy environment to support local-level management of agricultural 

biodiversity; 

18. Welcomes the Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations adopted by the first International Technical Conference 

on Animal Genetic Resources held in Interlaken, Switzerland, in September 2007, as the internationally 

agreed framework that contains the strategic priorities for the sustainable use, development and 

conservation of animal genetic resources for food and agriculture, and provisions for implementation and 

financing, and invites Parties, other Governments, indigenous and local communities, farmers, 

pastoralists, animal breeders, relevant organizations and other stakeholders to ensure the effective 

implementation of the Global Plan of Action; 

19. Recalling decision VI/6, recognizes the close links between the International Treaty on 

Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the Convention, welcomes the progress in 

implementing the Treaty, especially with regard to the Multilateral System, Farmersô Rights and the 

Funding Strategy, and urges Parties to further support its implementation; 

International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators 

20.  Welcomes the report on the rapid assessment on the status of pollinators prepared by the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/24); 

21.  Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in collaboration with 

Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations, to continue the implementation of the 

International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Pollinators (decision VI/5) and, in 

particular: 

(a)  To complete information on pollinator species, populations and their taxonomy, ecology 

and interactions; 

(b)  To establish the framework for monitoring declines and identifying their causes; 

(c)  To assess the agricultural production, ecological, and socio-economic consequences of 

pollinator declines;  

(d)  To compile information on best practices and lessons learned; 

(e)  To develop response options to promote, and prevent the further loss of, pollination 

services that sustain human livelihoods; and 

(f)  To disseminate openly the results through the clearing-house mechanism and other 

relevant means;  

and to make available a progress report for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 

and Technological Advice prior to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;  

22. Invites developed country Parties, other developed country Governments, and relevant 

organizations to assist developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island 

developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, in the implementation of 

paragraph 21 above; 
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International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil Biodiversity 

23. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and requests the 

Executive Secretary to continue to support Parties, other Governments, indigenous and local 

communities, farmers and pastoralists and other stakeholders, including regional initiatives to implement 

the International Initiative for the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Soil Biodiversity (decision VI/5), 

including through capacity-building and dissemination of best practices and lessons learned, through the 

clearing-house mechanism and other relevant means;  

24.  Also invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and other 

relevant organizations and initiatives to carry out further work and compile and disseminate information 

to improve the understanding of soil biodiversity, its interaction with above-ground biodiversity, and 

other soil functions, the various ecosystem goods and services that it provides, and the agricultural 

practices that affect it, and to facilitate the integration of soil biodiversity issues into agricultural policies 

and to make available a report for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific Technical and 

Technological Advice before the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

International Initiative on Biodiversity for Food and Nutrition 

25.  Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the World Health 

Organization, Bioversity International and the Executive Secretary to support Parties, other Governments, 

indigenous and local communities farmers and livestock keepers and other stakeholders in their 

implementation of the International Initiative on Biodiversity for Food and Nutrition, including through 

research, capacity development and dissemination of best practices, such as the increased use of 

under-utilized crops and livestock, and lessons learnt, through the clearing-house mechanism and other 

relevant means;  

Agricultural biodiversity and climate change 

26. Encourages Parties and other Governments to document the observed impacts and 

consider the projected impacts of climate change, on agricultural biodiversity, to use the information in 

cross-sector planning in agricultural areas and to make this information available through the 

clearing-house mechanism and other relevant means; 

27. Encourages Parties and other Governments, in collaboration with the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and indigenous and local communities and other 

stakeholders, to gather information on lessons learned about the conservation and sustainable use of 

agricultural biodiversity, for consideration in climate-change adaptation and mitigation planning and 

cross-sectoral planning in agricultural areas, and to make this information available through the clearing-

house mechanism and other relevant means; 

28. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue the collaboration with the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Joint Liaison Group of the Rio Conventions, the 

organizations involved in follow-up to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, indigenous and local 

communities, and other partners to gather and disseminate information, on:  

(a) The links between climate change, agriculture and biodiversity, including, in particular, 

the impacts of climate change on crops, crop wild relatives, livestock, food and nutrition, soil biodiversity 

and pollinators, as well as the availability of water; 

(b) Ways and means to build resilience into food and agricultural livelihood systems as part 

of strategies for climate-change adaptation, especially in communities of developing countries that are 

dependent on rain-fed agriculture for local food supplies;  

(c) How vulnerable communities, especially in developing countries, might adapt to the 

impacts of climate-induced changes in agricultural practice; 

(d) The impact of climate change on wildlife and habitats in agricultural ecosystems;  



UNEP/CBD/COP/9/29 

Page 9 

29. Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and other relevant 

organizations, in collaboration with the Executive Secretary, to continue to provide Parties and other 

Governments with data, tools and information to adapt their agricultural policies and practices and 

cross-sectoral programmes, to changing climate, and to improve the capacities of farmers, livestock 

keepers, plant and animal breeders, relevant organizations and other stakeholders to reduce the risks 

associated with climate change;  

30. Welcomes the organization by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations of a high-level meeting to be held in June 2008 on ñWorld Food Security and the Challenges of 

Climate Change and Bioenergyò and invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

to provide the report to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice; 

Integration of the issue of biofuels in the programme of work 

31. Decides to integrate the issue of biofuel production and use into the programme of work 

on agricultural biodiversity, in particular by addressing biofuel production, especially when based on 

feedstocks produced through agriculture, inter alia to: 

(a) Identify and promote the dissemination of information on cost-effective practices and 

technologies, and related policy and incentive measures that enhance the positive and mitigate the 

negative impacts of agriculture on biological diversity, productivity and capacity to sustain livelihoods 

(activity 2 of programme element 2 of decision V/5); 

(b) Promote methods of sustainable agriculture that employ management practices, 

technologies and policies that promote the positive and mitigate the negative impacts of agriculture on 

biodiversity, with particular focus on the needs of farmers and indigenous and local communities 

(activity 3 of programme element 2 of decision V/5); and 

(c)  Support institutional frameworks and policy and planning mechanisms for the 

mainstreaming of agricultural biodiversity in agricultural strategies and action plans, and its integration 

into wider strategies and plans for biological diversity (activity 1 of programme element 4 of 

decision V/5); 

Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines on Sustainable Use 

32.  Requests the Executive Secretary to collaborate with the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations and other relevant organizations to further elaborate the operational 

guidelines of the Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for the sustainable use of agricultural 

biodiversity (decision VII/12, annex II), taking into account the special nature of agricultural biodiversity, 

its distinctive features, and problems needing distinctive solutions;  

33.  Urges developed country Parties to fully implement their commitments regarding 

provision of financial support, including new and additional financial resources in accordance with 

Article 20 of the Convention, technology transfer, scientific cooperation and capacity-building, as agreed 

in the relevant articles of the Convention, the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development (UNCED), the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) and other major 

multilateral conferences, in order to ensure the sustainable use of agricultural biodiversity in line with the 

Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines on Sustainable Use and their further elaboration; 

Research issues 

34. Invites Parties and other Governments and relevant organizations to finance and 

undertake research that would contribute to the implementation of the programme of work on agricultural 

biodiversity including, for example:  

(a) To assess the performance of agricultural policies in achieving the target of significantly 

reducing the rate of biodiversity loss; 
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(b) To undertake multidisciplinary studies to evaluate the capability of different farming 

systems to conserve agricultural biodiversity and use it sustainably and to provide economic viability;  

(c) To further investigate the use of agricultural biodiversity to develop sustainable 

agricultural systems that contribute to improved livelihoods, enhance biodiversity and make use of its 

benefits, as well as conserving the most vulnerable and potentially useful species; 

(d) To evaluate and characterize germplasm potentially suitable for adaptation to climate 

change; 

(e)  Research to enhance resilience of agricultural systems; 

General considerations 

35.  Welcomes the adoption of the multi-year programme of work of the Commission on 

Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations, the implementation of which would be an important contribution to the implementation of the 

Convention programmes of work, in particular the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity;  

36.  Welcomes the progress of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to 

apply the ecosystem approach in its areas of competence and invites the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations, and other relevant organizations, to strengthen application of the 

ecosystem approach to agriculture; 

37. In response to the request from the FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture at its eleventh meeting, requests the Executive Secretary to work with the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the Secretariat of the Commission to prepare a joint 

work plan on biodiversity for food and agriculture that would assist Parties in, inter alia, streamlining 

reporting requirements, and facilitating the dialogue at international, regional and national level between 

bodies dealing with environment and agriculture, while respecting each otherôs mandates and 

intergovernmental authority, and present a report to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice before the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;  

38. Emphasizing the importance of agriculture to the sustainable development of developing 

countries, particularly the least developed countries and small island developing States, as well as 

countries with economies in transition, particularly in those countries that are centres of origin or diversity 

encourages Parties, in particular developed country Parties, to take actions with a view to promote 

agricultural practices and policies that are consistent and in harmony with the Convention, the 

internationally agreed development goals and other relevant international obligations; 

39. Urges developed country Parties, and invites other Governments and relevant 

organizations: 

(a) To ensure that financial resources, are provided to developing countries, particularly least 

developed countries and small island developing States, as well as countries with economies in transition, 

in particular countries that are centres of origin or diversity, in order to enable them to fully implement 

the programme of work on agricultural biodiversity, in accordance with Article 20 of the Convention; 

 (b) To facilitate the access to and transfer of technologies that contribute to development of 

sustainable agriculture practices, in accordance with Article 16 of the Convention; 

40.  Urges Parties and other Governments, noting decision VIII/15, to address the question of 

nutrient loading, and especially nitrogen deposition, and to provide information to the Executive 

Secretary on relevant activities to reduce the threat to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity 

and to disseminate this information through the clearing-house mechanism and other means. 
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IX/2. Agricultural biodiversity:  biofuels and biodiversity 

 The Conference of the Parties, 

Taking into account the importance and complex nature of the issue of biofuel production and use 

for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, 

Further taking into account the discussions in the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice as reflected in recommendation XII/7 which provide a preliminary analysis of the 

potential positive and negative impacts of biofuels on biodiversity and human well-being,  

Recognizing the potential contribution of the sustainable production and use of biofuels for the 

2010 biodiversity target and the 2010 target of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the 

promotion of sustainable development, and the improvement of rural livelihoods, especially in developing 

countries, as well as the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, and aware of potential 

negative environmental and socio-economic impacts from unsustainable production and use of biofuels,  

Recognizing the need to promote full and effective participation of indigenous and local 

communities in the implementation of activities relevant to the sustainable production and use of biofuels, 

Also noting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 2/ 

Stressing that the sustainability of the production and use of biofuels must necessarily take into 

account the environmental, economic and social pillars of sustainable development, 

Recognizing that in order to foster the sustainable production and use of biofuels it is necessary to 

promote capacity-building, research, transfer of environmentally sound technologies and technological 

cooperation, as well as the provision of new and additional financial resources in accordance with 

Article 20 of the Convention,  

Stressing that the sustainability of the production and use of biofuels depends on the adoption of 

adequate policy frameworks, 

Recognizing that the potential positive and negative impacts of the production and use of biofuels 

on the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity depend, inter alia, on the feedstocks used, the 

mode and place of production, the agricultural practices involved and the relevant policies in place, 

Acknowledging that a comprehensive understanding of the potential impacts of biofuels on 

biodiversity requires a comparative understanding of other fuel types, 

Welcoming the initiative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to 

organize a high-level meeting on ñWorld Food Security and the Challenges of Climate Change and 

Bioenergyò held in Rome, from 3-5 June 2008, 

1.  Agrees that biofuel production and use should be sustainable in relation to biological 

diversity; 

2. Recognizes the need to promote the positive and minimize the negative impacts of biofuel 

production and its use on biodiversity and the livelihoods of indigenous and local communities; 

Policy frameworks 

3. Urges Parties and invites other Governments, in consultation with relevant organizations 

and stakeholders, including, indigenous and local communities, to: 

(a) Promote the sustainable production and use of biofuels with a view to promote benefits 

and minimize risks to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity; 

                                                      
2/ General Assembly resolution 61/295 of 13 September 2007, annex. 
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(b) Promote the positive and minimize the negative impacts on biodiversity that would affect 

socio-economic conditions and food and energy security resulting from the production and use of 

biofuels; 

(c) Develop and apply sound policy frameworks for the sustainable production and use of 

biofuels, acknowledging different national conditions, and taking into account their full life cycle as 

compared to other fuel types, that contribute to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, 

making use of relevant tools and guidance under the Convention as appropriate, including, inter alia: 

(i) The application of the precautionary approach in accordance with the preamble of the 

Convention on Biological Diversity; 

(ii)  The Addis Ababa Principles and Guidelines for Sustainable Use (decision VII/12) 

and their further elaboration;  

(iii)  The application of the ecosystem approach (decision V/6); 

(iv) The voluntary guidelines on biodiversity-inclusive impact assessment 

(decision VIII/28);  

(v) The Akwé: Kon voluntary guidelines for the conduct of cultural, environmental and 

social impact assessments regarding development on sacred sites and on lands and 

waters traditionally occupied or used by indigenous and local communities 

(decision VII/16 F);  

(vi) The programme of work on protected areas (decision VII/30), the programme of 

work on Article 8(j) (decision V/16) and other relevant programmes of work of the 

Convention;  

(vii)  The Global Strategy for Plant Conservation (decision VI/9); 

(viii)  The guiding principles on alien invasive species (decision VI/23*); 

(ix) The application of sustainable forest management and best agricultural practices in 

relation to biological diversity; 

(x) National biodiversity strategies and action plans; 

(xi) Relevant guidance developed under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety as 

appropriate; 

4.  Recognizes that supportive measures, consistent with national and where appropriate 

regional policies, should promote the positive and minimize the negative impacts of the production and 

use of biofuels on biodiversity; 

Research and monitoring needs 

5. Calls upon Parties, other Governments, the research community, and invites other 

relevant organizations to continue to investigate and monitor the positive and negative impacts of the 

production and use of biofuels on biodiversity and related socio-economic aspects, including those related 

to indigenous and local communities, and requests the Executive Secretary to further compile this 

evidence and to make it available through the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention and other 

appropriate means;  

                                                      
*  One representative entered a formal objection during the process leading to the adoption of decision VI/23 

and underlined that he did not believe that the Conference of the Parties could legitimately adopt a motion or a text with a formal 

objection in place. A few representatives expressed reservations regarding the procedure leading to the adoption of this decision 

(see UNEP/CBD/COP/6/20, paras. 294-324). 
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Collaboration 

6. Urges Parties and other Governments to strengthen development cooperation with a view 

to promote the sustainable production and use of biofuels through, inter alia: 

(a) The transfer of environmentally sound technologies in accordance with Article 16 of the 

Convention for the sustainable production and use of biofuels, through North-South, South-South, 

regional and trilateral cooperation; 

(b) Exchange of information concerning best practices on the sustainable production and use 

of biofuels and its contribution for the improvement of livelihoods in developing countries;  

Tools relevant for the sustainable production and use of biofuels 

7.  Recognizes the role of the Convention on Biological Diversity in biodiversity-related 

aspects of the sustainable production and use of biofuels; 

8. Bearing in mind principle 11 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 

and relevant international obligations, encourages Parties and other Governments, indigenous and local 

communities, and relevant stakeholders and organizations, to:  

(a)  Share their experiences on the development and application of tools relevant to the 

sustainable production and use of biofuels, in relation to promoting the positive and minimizing the 

negative impacts on biodiversity, taking into account their full life-cycle as compared to other fuel types, 

by, inter alia, submitting examples to the Executive Secretary; 

(b)   Participate in efforts, carried out by various bodies other than the Convention on 

Biological Diversity, who are addressing matters  relevant to the sustainable production and use of 

biofuels, with a view to promoting the positive and minimizing the negative impacts on biodiversity and 

biodiversity-related aspects within the mandate of the Convention; 

9.  Recognizes the current preliminary views of Parties that the biodiversity-related factors of 

biofuel production and use that should be considered are outlined in paragraphs 3 (b) and 3 (c) of 

recommendation XII/7 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, also 

taking into account their full life cycle as compared to other fuel types and the need to ensure that the 

management objectives of protected areas are met. In addition, the conservation and sustainable use of 

plant genetic resources can improve the production and use of biofuels; 

10. Bearing in mind principle 11 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 3/ 

encourages the private sector to improve social and environmental performance of the production of 

biofuels, in particular through voluntary initiatives, including through environmental management 

systems, codes of conduct, certification and public reporting on environmental and social issues;  

Further action 

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to disseminate the experiences submitted by the Parties, 

under paragraph 8 (a) above, through the clearing-house mechanism, and further requests the Executive 

Secretary to compile those submissions for consideration by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 

and Technological Advice;  

12.  Requests the Executive Secretary to convene regional workshops on the sustainable 

production and use of biofuels, subject to the availability of financial resources, aiming at considering 

ways and means to promote the positive and minimize the negative impacts of the production and use of 

biofuels on biodiversity, taking into account relevant guidance from the Convention;  

                                                      
3/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, 

vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, 

annex I. 
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 13. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to 

consider the reports of the regional workshops, the compilation of submissions referred to in paragraphs 5 

and 11 of the present decision and to recommend, for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its 

tenth meeting ways and means to promote the positive and minimize the negative impacts of the 

production and use of biofuels on biodiversity; 

 

IX/3. Global Strategy for Plant Conservation 

The Conference of the Parties, 

 Having considered the outcomes of the in-depth review of the Global Strategy for Plant 

Conservation conducted by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and 

the key messages resulting from the review as transmitted to Conference of the Parties by the Subsidiary 

Body in paragraph 1 of its recommendation XII/2 (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/2, annex), 

Noting that the Global Strategy has stimulated the engagement of the botanical and plant 

conservation communities in the work of the Convention, through, inter alia, the establishment of 

national, regional and global networks, including in particular the Global Partnership for Plant 

Conservation, 

 1. Urges Parties that have not yet done so, to:  

(a) Nominate focal points for the Strategy; and 

(b) Develop national and/or regional strategies for plant conservation with targets as 

appropriate, including within the context of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and other 

relevant national and regional policies and action plans, as part of broader plans to achieve the 2010 

biodiversity target and the relevant Millennium Development Goals; 

2. Urges Parties and invites other Governments and relevant organizations to further 

implement: 

(a) Activities for achieving enhanced implementation of the Strategy, in particular its targets 

1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10, 12 and 15, including by reaching other relevant sectors beyond the botanical and 

conservation communities; and 

(b) Providing, as appropriate, additional information on the progress made towards achieving 

the targets of the Strategy, including quantitative data and information from other sectors and processes 

such as in forestry and agriculture, in order to strengthen future reviews of the implementation of the 

Strategy; 

3. Decides to consider the further development and implementation of the Strategy beyond 

2010, taking into account current and emerging environmental challenges on plant diversity, including an 

update of the current targets within the broader context of and consistent with the new Strategic Plan 

beyond 2010, taking into account national priorities and circumstances, capacities and differences in plant 

diversity between countries; 

4. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to 

provide, prior to the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, proposals for a consolidated  update 

of the Global Strategy, taking into account the Plant Conservation Report, the third edition of the Global 

Biodiversity Outlook, the fourth national reports and additional inputs from the  Global Partnership for 

Plant Conservation and other relevant organizations;  

5. Further requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 

to consider the review of the implementation of targets 3, 6, 9, 11, 12 and 13 that are related to sustainable 

use of plant diversity, when it undertakes the in-depth review of the work on sustainable use prior to the 

tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties;  
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6.  Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Global Partnership for Plant 

Conservation and other relevant organizations: 

(a) To develop a practical and user-friendly toolkit, in pursuance of paragraph 7 of 

decision VII/10 of the Conference of the Parties, that describes inter alia tools and experiences that can 

help enhance national, subregional and regional implementation of the Strategy.  The toolkit should be 

made available in all the United Nations languages in both electronic and printed form, with the option of 

making the electronic version interactive in the long term;  

(b) To identify regional tools for the exchange of information and capacity-building;  

(c) To publish the Plant Conservation Report (UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/25) in all the United 

Nations languages as a communication and awareness-raising tool on the implementation of the Strategy; 

(d) To  facilitate capacity-building, technology transfer, and financial support programmes to 

assist developing countries, in particular least developed countries, small island developing States, and 

countries with economies in transition , including those with high levels of biodiversity and are centres of 

origin, to effectively implement or to achieve enhanced implementation of  the Strategy; and  

 (e)  Coordinate regional workshops with support of Parties and other relevant organizations 

on the implementation of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation, subject to available resources, and 

to include the Global Strategy in the agenda of regional workshops for national biodiversity strategies and 

action plans and compile these results including an assessment of capacity needs for consideration of the 

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice;  

7. Acknowledges the work of the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation, the World 

Conservation Monitoring Centre of United Nations Environment Programme, other organizations, and the 

Executive Secretary in developing the Plant Conservation Report, and expresses its appreciation to the 

Government of Ireland for the preparation of this Report, and further extends its appreciation to Botanic 

Gardens Conservation International for the secondment of a Programme Officer to the Secretariat of the 

Convention on Biological to support the implementation of the Strategy; 

8. Urges donors and other organizations to support the implementation of the Strategy at the 

national and regional levels. 

IX/4. In-depth review of ongoing work on alien species that threaten ecosystems, 

habitats or species  

A. Gaps and inconsistencies in the international regulatory framework 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling its decision VIII/27, and welcoming the consultations undertaken by the Executive 

Secretary, as requested in paragraph 14 of that decision, 

Reaffirming the need to address the gaps and inconsistencies identified by the Ad Hoc Technical 

Expert Group on Gaps and Inconsistencies in the International Regulatory Framework in Relation to 

Invasive Alien Species (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/11/INF/4) and considered in decision VIII/27, 

1. Encourages Parties, where appropriate, to make use of the risk assessment guidance and 

other procedures and standards developed by the International Plant Protection Convention, the World 

Organization for Animal Health (OIE) and other relevant organizations, in order to contribute to closing 

the identified gaps on invasive alien species at national level, and in particular, to consider applying, 

where appropriate, the procedures and standards for quarantine pests under the International Plant 

Protection Convention, to all invasive alien species that have adverse impacts on plant biodiversity,  

consistent with international obligations; 

2. Invites the International Plant Protection Convention to continue its efforts to expand, 

within its mandate, its actual coverage of invasive alien species which impact on biodiversity, including 

in aquatic environments; 
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3. Invites the International Committee of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) 

to note the lack of international standards covering invasive alien species, in particular animals, that are 

not pests of plants under the International Plant Protection Convention, and to consider whether and how 

it could contribute to addressing this gap, including for example by: 

(a)  Expanding the OIE list of pathogens to include a wider range of diseases of animals, 

including diseases that solely affect wildlife; and  

(b)  Considering whether it may play a role in addressing invasive animals that are not 

considered as causative agents of diseases under OIE and whether, for this purpose, it would need to 

broaden its mandate; 

4. Invites the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures of the World Trade 

Organization to note the lack of international standards covering invasive alien species, in particular 

animals, that are not pests of plants under the International Plant Protection Convention, nor diseases that 

are listed by the World Organization for Animal Health, and to consider ways and means so that that the 

provisions in the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Agreement of the World Trade Organization covering animal 

and plant health can be implemented to address risks from invasive alien species associated with 

international trade; 

5. Invites the Committee on Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations to note the lack of international standards covering invasive alien species, in particular 

animals, that are not pests of plants under the International Plant Protection Convention, and to consider 

further ways and means to address this gap as it applies to the introduction, for fisheries and aquaculture, 

of alien species, including the development of clear and practical guidance, for example by considering 

the formalization of relevant technical guidance developed by the secretariat of the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations;  

6. Encourages Parties and other Governments to raise the above issues formally through 

their national delegations to the World Organization for Animal Health, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations and the World Trade Organization; 

7. Requests the Executive Secretary to write to the heads of the secretariats of the bodies 

mentioned in paragraphs 2 to 5 above, noting the desirability of a response to these invitations for 

consideration by the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

8. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to submit to the Executive 

Secretary examples of best practices for addressing the risks associated with the introduction of alien 

species as pets, aquarium and terrarium species, and as live bait and live food; 

9. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Global Invasive Species 

Programme (GISP), the IUCN Invasive Species Specialist Group (IUCN-ISSG), the International Civil 

Aviation Organization, the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council and other relevant organizations to 

continue collating, the information provided on the basis of paragraph 8, as well as the information 

gathered at the expert workshop on best practices for pre-import screening of live animals 

(UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/32/Add.1), held in Indiana, United States of America from 9 to 11 April 2008 

and organized by the Global Invasive Species Programme, the Invasive Species Specialist Group and the 

University of Notre Dame, in collaboration with the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, best practices for addressing the risks associated with the introduction of alien species as pets, 

aquarium and terrarium species, and as live bait and live food, and to make this information available 

through the clearing-house mechanism as well as to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice for its consideration at a meeting prior to the tenth meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties;  

10. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to 

consider the collation of best practices prepared by the Executive Secretary referred to in paragraphs 8 

and 9 above, and, if necessary and appropriate, to consider the establishment of an ad hoc technical expert 

http://www.cbd.int/doc/meetings/cop/cop-09/information/cop-09-inf-32-add1-en.pdf
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group to suggest means, including practical guidance, for addressing the risks associated with the 

introduction of alien species as pets, aquarium and terrarium species, and as live bait and live food; 

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to collaborate with the secretariats of the 

International Plant Protection Convention, the World Organization for Animal Health, the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and the World Trade Organization, as well as other 

international organizations, such as International Civil Aviation Organization and the International 

Maritime Organization, with a view to filling gaps and promoting coherence in the regulatory framework, 

reducing duplication, promoting other actions to address invasive alien species at the national level and 

facilitating support to Parties including through capacity-building, and to prepare a report for the tenth 

meeting of the Conference of the Parties;  

12. Requests the Executive Secretary to consult with the secretariats of relevant 

organizations, as mentioned in paragraph 11, to explore the extent to which existing international 

instruments recognize and address threats from invasive alien genotypes. 

13. Requests the Executive Secretary to report on implementation of this decision, and 

decision VIII/27, and, if necessary, present options for further work to address these gaps to the 

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice at a meeting immediately prior to the 

tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

B.  Follow-up to the in-depth review of the programme of work 

The Conference of the Parties, 

Recalling its decisions IV/1 C, V/8, VI/23 4/ VII/13 and VIII/27, and other provisions adopted to 

implement Article 8(h) of the Convention in the thematic programmes of work and work on cross-cutting 

issues, 

Taking note of the progress made in implementing Article 8(h) of the Convention, as summarized 

in documents UNEP/CBD/COP/9/11, UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/32 and UNEP/CBD/COP/9/INF/32/Add.1, 

1. Recognizes that the decisions adopted to date for the prevention, introduction and 

mitigation of impacts of alien species that threaten ecosystems, habitats or species, including the ñGuiding 

Principlesò adopted in decision VI/23 5 continue to provide relevant guidance for work on invasive alien 

species to achieve the objectives of the Convention, its Strategic Plan and the 2010 biodiversity targets, 

and other global goals such as the Millennium Development Goals;  

National, regional and subregional activities and capacity-building 

2. Reaffirms the need for Parties and other Governments to develop and implement national 

and, as appropriate, regional, policies, strategies and/or programmes for addressing invasive alien species 

and their threats to biodiversity at all levels and for effective coordination among relevant agencies,  

3  Requests the Global Environment Facility and invites Parties, other Governments and 

relevant organizations, to support developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and 

small island developing states, as well as countries with economies in transition, to implement national 

strategies and programmes on invasive alien species, noting also countries that are centres of origin; 

4. Underlining the need also for regional and subregional initiatives to support Parties in 

developing and implementing national strategies, policies and/or programmes for addressing invasive 

                                                      
4/ One representative entered a formal objection during the process leading to the adoption of this decision and 

underlined that he did not believe that the Conference of the Parties could legitimately adopt a motion or a text with a formal 

objection in place. A few representatives expressed reservations regarding the procedure leading to the adoption of this decision 

(see UNEP/CBD/COP/6/20, paras. 294-324). 

5/ One representative entered a formal objection during the process leading to the adoption of this decision and 

underlined that he did not believe that the Conference of the Parties could legitimately adopt a motion or a text with a formal 

objection in place. A few representatives expressed reservations regarding the procedure leading to the adoption of this decision 

(see UNEP/CBD/COP/6/20, paras. 294-324). 



/é 

alien species and noting the value initiatives, such as the Micronesia Regional Invasive Species Council, 

the Pacific Invasives Initiative of the Cooperative Islands Initiative and the Pacific Invasives Learning 

Network, and the European strategy on invasive alien species, for facilitating national implementation and 

providing coordination among countries, particularly those with limited capacity, encourages other 

regions, that have not yet done so to consider exploring the benefits of regional cooperative mechanisms, 

invites Parties, other Governments and financial institutions to support them;  

5. Requests the Executive Secretary and the Global Invasive Species Programme to identify 

existing information management networks, expertise and opportunities to further enhance the work of 

regional organizations at the national level and to share lessons learned on regional approaches;  

6. Welcomes the offer of New Zealand to host a technical workshop, in collaboration with 

the Executive Secretary, to address how experiences and lessons learned on regional coordination to 

invasive alien species in islands particularly the Pacific Invasives Initiative, can inform, strengthen and 

build regional initiatives to support the implementation of the Convention, in particular programme of 

work on island biodiversity, related to the prevention and management of invasive alien species; 

7. Invites Parties to collaborate on the development and use of early warning systems, 

including networks of focal points, and on the development and use of rapid response mechanisms; 

8. Acknowledges the efforts of farmers and of indigenous and local communities in 

addressing the threats from invasive alien species and encourages Parties and other Governments to 

further enhance and strengthen the involvement and participation of farmers and of indigenous and local 

communities in the management of invasive alien species, and to include such activities in the 

implementation of national strategies and action plans on invasive alien species; 

9. Reaffirms the need for capacity-building in support of the activities by Parties and other 

Governments in response to this decision, and urges Parties, other Governments and relevant 

organizations, in a position to do so, to provide such support, especially to developing countries, in 

particular the least developed countries and small island developing States among them, as well as 

countries with economies in transition, and encourages such bodies to coordinate their efforts to 

maximize effectiveness;  

10. Notes with concern that the impacts of invasive alien species continue to grow with 

increasing global trade, transport and travel, including tourism, and may be exacerbated as result of 

climate change and land-use change, resulting in significant losses of biodiversity, and negatively 

impacting socio-economic conditions, human health and the sustainability of indigenous and local 

communities, and emphasizes the need for additional efforts and resources to address these growing 

threats;  

11.  Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to take into account and, as 

appropriate, build capacity to address, how climate change affects the risks associated with the 

introduction, establishment, spread and impacts of invasive alien species; 

12. Further recognizes that the in-depth review identified as a major constraint to the 

implementation of the work on invasive alien species lack of technical, institutional and logistical 

capacity for the prevention, eradication and control of invasive alien species, including, inter alia, 

phytosanitary and quarantine control early detection and rapid response systems; incident lists on 

introductions of alien species, especially in relation to their further spread and impacts on biodiversity and 

human welfare; adequate field equipment; intersectoral planning; economic valuation; and integrated 

policy and legal frameworks;  

13. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to address the above-

mentioned capacity gaps; 

14. Requests the Executive Secretary to conduct a systematic analysis of resources and 

opportunities to meet the capacity needs referred to in paragraph 11 of the present decision and for 

communication through the clearing-house mechanism and to report on progress at the tenth meeting of 

the Conference of the Parties; 
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Exchange of Information on best practices and lessons learned and development of tools  

15. Further to paragraph 11 of decision VIII/27, invites Parties, other Governments and 

relevant organizations to submit case-studies, lessons learned and best practices for the implementation of 

the Guiding Principles, 6/ and other measures to address the threats from invasive alien species, and, 

where relevant, invasive alien genotypes. Submissions from Parties should focus, inter alia, on examples 

of the successful use of: 

(a) Risk assessment procedures, to evaluate inter alia the socio-economic, health and 

environmental impacts of invasive alien species, including practical implementation of the precautionary 

approach, in accordance with principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development; 7/  

(b) Monitoring and surveillance programmes;  

(c) Methods for assessing the socio-economic, health and environmental impacts of invasive 

species and for assessing the costs of invasive species and the benefits of controlling them;  

(d) Management of the pathways of transfer, introduction and spread of invasive alien 

species, particularly those identified as gaps in decision VIII/27, taking into account the ecosystem 

approach; 

(e) Restoration and rehabilitation of ecosystems degraded by the presence of invasive alien 

species, including the socio-economic aspects; 

16. Requests the Executive Secretary to compile the information referred to in the previous 

paragraph and organize it by subject (e.g. legal framework, risk assessment, control and eradication), and 

by types of organisms, taxonomic groups, pathways and threats to all levels of biodiversity, and to make 

it available through the clearing house mechanism;  

17. Further requests the Executive Secretary to develop, in collaboration with the Global 

Invasive Species Programme (GISP) and other relevant organizations, practical tools to facilitate the 

implementation of the decisions of the Conference of the Parties on invasive alien species and the 

development and implementation of national invasive alien species strategies, taking into account the 

Guiding Principles 8/ and, where appropriate, making use of, and referencing, the relevant guidance and 

tools developed through other relevant organizations. These tools should build upon case-studies, lessons 

learned and best practices submitted by the Parties, including in accordance with paragraph 15 above, and 

should include practical tools to address the topics listed in that paragraph; 

Management, pathways and assessment 

18. Encourages Parties and other Governments to consider, and where necessary, to put in 

place mechanisms to manage pathways, for potential invasive alien species, especially in inland water, 

marine and coastal ecosystems, including shipping, trade and aquaculture and mariculture bearing in mind 

national capacities consistent and in harmony with the Convention and relevant international obligations;  

19. Encourages relevant international organizations, including inter alia, the International 

Convention for the Control and Management of Shipsô Ballast Water and Sediments and the GloBallast 

Water Management programme, the  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the 

                                                      
6/ One representative entered a formal objection during the process leading to the adoption of this decision and 

underlined that he did not believe that the Conference of the Parties could legitimately adopt a motion or a text with a formal 

objection in place. A few representatives expressed reservations regarding the procedure leading to the adoption of this decision 

(see UNEP/CBD/COP/6/20, paras. 294-324). 

7/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992, 

vol. I, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.I.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, 

annex I. 

8/ One representative entered a formal objection during the process leading to the adoption of this decision and 

underlined that he did not believe that the Conference of the Parties could legitimately adopt a motion or a text with a formal 

objection in place. A few representatives expressed reservations regarding the procedure leading to the adoption of this decision 

(see UNEP/CBD/COP/6/20, paras. 294-324). 
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International Council for the Exploration of the Sea, and the UNEP Regional Seas Programme to 

consider, and where necessary, to put in place mechanisms to manage pathways, for potential invasive 

alien species, especially in inland water, marine and coastal ecosystems, including shipping, trade and 

aquaculture and mariculture bearing in mind national capacities, taking into account relevant international 

obligations;  

20. Urges Parties and other States that have not done so, to ratify the International 

Convention for the Control and Management of Shipsô Ballast Water and Sediments; 

21. Noting the need for guidance for other pathways of invasive alien species such as civil 

aviation, tourism, hull-fouling, and development aid projects, invites relevant organizations including the 

International Civil Aviation Organization and International Maritime Organization, and development 

assistance agencies to develop and apply criteria to evaluate invasive alien species risks, and requests the 

Executive Secretary to liaise with these organizations, regarding the development of international 

guidance in these areas and to report on progress to the Conference of the Parties at its tenth meeting; 

22. Notes the joint programme of work between the Convention on Biological Diversity and 

the International Plant Protection Convention and welcomes the efforts of the International Plant 

Protection Convention to develop guidance in the area of plants for planting, particularly as related to 

ornamental plants and landscaping, and to ensure that such information is communicated via the 

clearing-house mechanism; 

23. Invites relevant organizations, including the Global Invasive Species Programme, and, as 

appropriate, Parties and other Governments to support the development and implementation of voluntary 

schemes, certification systems and codes of conduct for relevant industries and stakeholder groups 

including specific guidelines to prevent the introduction of, and manage potentially invasive 

commercially important species (including plants, pets, invertebrates, fish, and aquarium / terrarium 

species); 

24. Further to paragraph 4 of decision VI/23 9/ invites Parties, other Governments, and 

relevant research organizations to study the impact of other drivers, in particular, land use change, climate 

change adaptation and mitigation activities, on the introduction, establishment and spread of invasive 

alien species, and their related socio-economic, health and environmental impacts;  

Communication, education and public awareness 

25. Invites Parties to strengthen national level communication and synergy across sectors, 

including where appropriate through the use of the TEMATEA Issue-Based Modules on invasive alien 

species; 

26. Invites Parties to ensure greater cooperation and coordination between relevant agencies 

and authorities at the national and regional level, including those responsible for veterinary, 

phytosanitary, agriculture, forestry, fisheries, environment and biodiversity issues, and to consider the 

advisability of establishing or designating national coordination centres. in order to ensure a coordinated 

and coherent science-based approach to addressing threats from invasive alien species;  

27. Invites Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to support 

awareness-raising programmes at all levels for decision-makers and practitioners in the freshwater, 

marine and terrestrial environment sectors, in particular in agriculture, aquaculture and forestry, and in the 

horticulture trade and pet trade, and more generally, in the transportation, trading, travel and tourism 

sectors that are potential pathways of biological invasions;  

28. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Global Invasive Species 

Programme and relevant organizations, to develop training materials in support of awareness-raising and 

                                                      
9/ One representative entered a formal objection during the process leading to the adoption of this decision and 

underlined that he did not believe that the Conference of the Parties could legitimately adopt a motion or a text with a formal 

objection in place. A few representatives expressed reservations regarding the procedure leading to the adoption of this decision 

(see UNEP/CBD/COP/6/20, paras. 294-324). 




